How to set up a Rabbit Club! 

1. Gauge whether there is enough interest.  The first step would be asking for expressions of interest to find out who would be interested... You could advertise online, in your local paper or by posters. Perhaps hold a public meeting for people who are interested in having a rabbit Club. The minimum I think you would need would be five people – and some of those would have to be prepared to do some work in the initial stages!! If enough to make it viable you would set up a steering committee from these people.
2. Set up a Steering Committee. There is no set size for this Committee. The main purpose of this Committee is to make decisions about who does what initially, setting up bank accounts, deciding about the sort of Club it will be, deciding about cost of membership, and arranging for publicity about the new Club. Once you have decided these things you could invite people to join. The Steering Committee runs the Club until the first SGM which can be up to 18 months after the Committee has been set up.
3. Develop the Club Constitution. The Steering Committee would develop the rules by which the club would run by – they don’t have to be complicated rules as the Club would not need to be Incorporated (unless you wanted to - but then rules are much more complicated and have to cover certain things as set out by your state regulations). We have some very simple default rules here that you could base yours on if you wish or you can start afresh... The Rules need to cover a few main areas and the default constitution that we have set up will give you an idea of what needs to be included.
4. Build your Membership. The Club, under the Steering Committee, can run shows or events. Income from Memberships and events help to pay the setting up costs of the Club and create a Public profile in the Community.
5. Hold a Special General Meeting. Once the Rules have been developed the Club holds an SGM to ratify the rules they have created and to elect their inaugural Committee. Based on the Rules that the Committee has created, all members are notified of the meeting and can vote at the Committee meeting. The Steering Committee then hands over to the new committee...
The Steering Committee can decide to affiliate with ANRCI at any stage. If you are holding any sort of events or shows you will need to affiliate before then in order to have the necessary Public Liability Insurance. Cost for a Specialist Club is $65 for Affiliation if they are going to run their shows beside another ANRCI club as they would then be covered by their Insurance. These hosted shows can be anywhere in Australia as long as they are with another ANRCI club. Otherwise they could do the small local Club which is $50 Affiliation and $65 Insurance which allows them to have 2 independent shows a year. An All Breeds Club is $50 Affiliation and $165 Insurance. We also have A Companion Club member affiliation for Clubs that are not interested in running exhibition shows.
That’s the process in a nutshell!! Rabbit Club anyone???
